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Abstract: The most striking misconception in the approach paper for this meeting concerns “Vedic
Mathematics”, which has (a) no connection whatsoever to the Veda-s nor any clear connection to
ancient Indian knowledge,' and (b) solely concerns some tricks of mental (elementary) arithmetic of
little value to science.” Furthermore, (c) this misleading marketing label “Vedic” distracts attention
from the real contribution of India to present-day mathematics. (I will pass over the very wrong
spelling of Aryabhata as Aryabhatta.®)

Briefly, most present-day school mathematics, (1) arithmetic,* (2) algebra,’ (3) trigonometry, (4)

calculus,® and (5) probability and statistics’ went from India to Europe, between the 10th and 16th
c. This was later repackaged, stuffed with a brazenly false history (e.g. that Newton “discovered”
calculus®), AND a bad (church) philosophy of mathematics, declared as “superior”,” and returned

during colonialism.
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However, mathematically challenged Europeans made subtle mistakes in understanding this
imported Indian knowledge." It is both amusing and obnoxious that we still blindly imitate those
European errors, and make no attempt to understand our real practical traditions, even while the
whole nation is obsessively talking of tradition.

This widespread hostility to real Indian tradition, plus the insistence on blind imitation of the West
by the fanatically colonised, results in the teaching of an inferior and difficult mathematics,
especially as regards trigonometry and calculus," the underlying “non-Archimedean” polynomial
arithmetic, and probability and statistics.'” Even in the matter of geometry, we would be much better
off teaching traditional rajju ganita instead of “Euclidean” geometry."

Since mathematics is the foundation for science, a fundamental change in the teaching and
understanding of math would make a major difference also to science and technology, but that
involves complex technicalities,'* hence would be omitted from this talk.
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