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Abstract.

By way of background, quasi-cyclic time was once the widely prevalent notion of time as
represented by symbols such as the Ourobouros (a symbol for eternity/infinity), the Nataraja
(Dancing Shiva), the Buddhist wheel of time (Ashok chakra), etc., in Sufi poems such as those of
Rumi, down to Bollywood songs of the 1960°s. This belief in quasi-cyclic time was also part of pre-
Nicene Christian beliefs, such as those of Origen.' This was transformed by Augustine into “linear”
(apocalyptic) time, on the grounds that it involved a destruction of church morality. The underlying
politics however was that quasi-cyclic time was associated with equity, and apocalyptic time with
inequity.? This led to the first creationist conflict, with John Philoponus® denying the beliefs of
Proclus (in quasi-cyclic time) on the grounds that an eternal (uncreated) world was in conflict with
the notion of creation in the Bible. This was long before the creationist conflict between Darwinian
evolution and Biblical creation in the US. Few are however aware of how this conflict has spilt
over into modern-day physics of Stephen Hawking,* through the metaphysics of infinity in formal
mathematics,” which I will try to explain. The underlying politics is to use the credibility of science
to leverage the credibility of a particular political understanding of religion.
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