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I If 1+1=2 is as simple as seeing that 1 dog and 1 dog
make 2 dogs,

I why did Russell and Whitehead need 378 pages to
establish it?

I Are you prepared to accept that what Russell and Hilbert
did was gibberish and should be thrown in the dustbin?

I Are you prepared to demand that this formal math be
thrown out of the university syllabus?

I Do you understand one line or even one word on that
page?

I No.
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I This is an example of how colonial education teaches
ignorance.

I Most university students and graduates don’t even know
why 1+1=2.

I It is also an example of how colonial education instills
superstitions.

I The colonially educated believe that math is universal.
I They don’t apply commonsense: if math is universal,

why not continue to do it the way the Egyptians did in
the Rhind papyrus?

I Or Indians did in the śulba sūtra?
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I The colonially educated don’t understand that the
purported universality of math is a normative
universality.

I The Western way of doing math is declared to be
superior, and something which ought to be the universal
norm.

I Precolonial ways of doing math are declared inferior.
I University math teaching is premised on these beliefs

about superiority which were once explicitly stated in
racist terms.
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asserts
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traced back to any school or period before that of the
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I “Though all early races. . . knew something of
numeration yet the rules. . . were neither deduced from
nor did they form part of any science.”

I These racist beliefs are founded on myths and dogmas
of the Crusading church.



Decolonising
math and science

C. K. Raju

Introduction

The critique

Colonialism and
the church

The alternative

The
counter-reaction

I For example the “classic” history of math by Rouse Ball
asserts

I “The history of mathematics cannot with certainty be
traced back to any school or period before that of the
. . . Greeks

I “Though all early races. . . knew something of
numeration yet the rules. . . were neither deduced from
nor did they form part of any science.”

I These racist beliefs are founded on myths and dogmas
of the Crusading church.



Decolonising
math and science

C. K. Raju

Introduction

The critique

Colonialism and
the church

The alternative

The
counter-reaction

I For example the “classic” history of math by Rouse Ball
asserts

I “The history of mathematics cannot with certainty be
traced back to any school or period before that of the
. . . Greeks

I “Though all early races. . . knew something of
numeration yet the rules. . . were neither deduced from
nor did they form part of any science.”

I These racist beliefs are founded on myths and dogmas
of the Crusading church.



Decolonising
math and science

C. K. Raju

Introduction

The critique

Colonialism and
the church

The alternative

The
counter-reaction

I For example the “classic” history of math by Rouse Ball
asserts

I “The history of mathematics cannot with certainty be
traced back to any school or period before that of the
. . . Greeks

I “Though all early races. . . knew something of
numeration yet the rules. . . were neither deduced from
nor did they form part of any science.”

I These racist beliefs are founded on myths and dogmas
of the Crusading church.



Decolonising
math and science

C. K. Raju

Introduction

The critique

Colonialism and
the church

The alternative

The
counter-reaction

I Myth: There was a Greek called Euclid

I Myth: who did math differently: he used the axiomatic
method and deductive proofs in his book Elements.

I Superstition: Pure deductive proofs based on reasoning
are superior to empirical proofs.

I This superstition related to the Crusading church’s
dogma of reason (Aquinas and schoolmen).

I Let us dismantle these myths, superstitions and dogmas
promoted by the church (contrary to original
Christianity).
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written by

I another person, in another time for other reasons.
I My prize of US$ 3300 for serious evidence about Euclid

stands unclaimed for last seven years.
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I Claim of pure deductive proofs in the Elements total
bunkum.

I Not a single pure deductive proof in the book from its
first proposition to the last.

I This fact admitted in the West at the beginning of the
20th c.

I (Russell “It is a scandal that Euclid is still being taught
in schools in Britain”.)
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