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Islam denies key premises needed for science
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belief in causality
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and “Laws of Nature”
The blame for this is put on al Ghazali.
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A key theological dispute between Islam and Christianity
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is whether God sleeps.

According to the Koran (2:255) Allah does not feel
fatigue. (He upholds the heaven and earth, so if he tires
the cosmos will be shattered.)

According to the Bible (Genesis), after creation of the
world, God rested on the 7th day.
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The Bible describes one time creation.

Al Ghazali thought that Allah continually creates the e o et

world afresh.

In Western theology, this is called the debate on
providential intervention.

Can God intervene in the affairs of the world (e.g. in
response to prayers)?


http://ckraju.net
http://ckraju.net

Islam and
science.

The philosophers in Islam
2: Some details

and causality
C. K. Raju
Centre for
Studies in
Civilizations
New Delhi
http:
//ckraju.net

» Muslim philosophers (Ibn Sina, al Razi et al.) were o
Laws” of nature

hakims


http://ckraju.net
http://ckraju.net

Islam and
science.

The philosophers in Islam
2: Some details

and causality
C. K. Raju
Centre for
Studies in
Civilizations
New Delhi
http:
//ckraju.net

» Muslim philosophers (Ibn Sina, al Razi et al.) were o
Laws” of nature

hakims
» meaning wise men and healers.


http://ckraju.net
http://ckraju.net

Islam and
science.

The philosophers in Islam
2: Some details

and causality
C. K. Raju
Centre for
Studies in
Civilizations
New Delhi
http:
//ckraju.net

» Muslim philosophers (Ibn Sina, al Razi et al.) were o
K Laws” of nature
hakims
» meaning wise men and healers.
» To cure an ailment one needs to know its cause.


http://ckraju.net
http://ckraju.net

The philosophers in Islam

and causality

v

hakims

v

v

v

Muslim philosophers (Ibn Sina, al Razi

meaning wise men and healers.

Islam and
science.
2: Some details

C. K. Raju
Centre for
Studies in
Civilizations
New Delhi
http:
//ckraju.net

et al.) were

“Laws” of nature

To cure an ailment one needs to know its cause.

Hence, they subscribed to the belief in causality.
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» the present state of the world is an effect of its past and
cause of its future.
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But if everything has a (mechanical) cause
“Laws” of nature

there is room for creativity, so

v

v

there is nothing for Allah to do.
Hence, al Ghazali denied causality (in the above
mechanical sense)
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He is not compelled to do so.

If he wanted, he could create fire without smoke and
smoke without fire.

Observation does not prove the contrary.

(In Western philosophy, this last is known as “Hume's”
unanswerable objection.)
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That is, al Ghazali believed in

habits not “laws”

(habits can be broken, laws cannot be)
creativity (of Allah) not causal necessity.

To better understand al Ghazali let us also look at the
anti-thesis in post-Crusade church theology.
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Crusades aimed to convert Muslims by force, like
Europeans' Crusades and

. . : Grusades anc .
All Crusades after the first were military failures. e o e

v

>
» Muslims did not accept the Christian scriptures.
» Hence, the church turned to “persuasion”.
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Same dispute arose in Christian theology between “chain
of causes” and divine intervention.
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» Aquinas studied Al Ghazali but sided with his opponent
Ibn Rushd (Averroes).

» In Summa Theologica, 1st part of 2nd part, 91,1, he Grusades and
declared that God runs the world with eternal laws

> "the very Idea of the government of things in God the
Ruler of the universe, has the nature of a law. . . this
kind of law must be called eternal”.
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» The opposite viewpoint (belief in divine intervention)

» was championed by John Duns, ST
“laws of nature”

» whose followers were labelled dunsmen or dunces,

» "proof by ridicule” (a stock Western technique).
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» one-time creation vs continuous creation Ermredics e

“laws of nature”
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» For more details of the underlying politics of this church
dogma

» see my article “Benedict’s Maledicts” (just google).
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The first lesson in science today is about Newton's laws.

These are formulated using ordinary differential
equations (ODEs).

The solution of an ODE is determined by initial data.
Thus, ODEs capture the “chain of causes” idea.
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» Newton’s “laws” have failed.

> As we will see, they failed because of Newton's
conceptual confusion about time

» arising from his misunderstanding of the calculus. _

» He believed like Aquinas that “laws of nature” must be o
eternal

» hence must use “perfect” mathematics (calculus was

then suspect).
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Did Newton's laws fail because he had the wrong laws
which must be corrected?

Or, did they fail because there are regularities, but no
strict laws of nature?

How do we know that there are any laws of nature?

To decide scientifically, we must examine our experience.
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» That would not be possible if future were entirely
decided by laws (like Newton's laws).
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» We plan our everyday lives on the belief
» that (a tiny part of) the future is decided by our actions.

» That would not be possible if future were entirely
decided by laws (like Newton's laws).
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Anyone who denies the preceding argument must explain
how to refute the belief in “laws of nature”.
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In fact, such denial makes the belief in eternal “laws of
nature” not refutable,

Science and
“laws”
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hence unscientific on Popper’s criterion of refutability
(falsifiability).

Belief in regularities (“habits”), models, OK.
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» The belief in laws of nature first arose as a church s
C. ra_]u.ne
dogma.
» This church dogma crept into science through Newton's
laws.
» Newton'’s belief that he had found the laws of nature
failed. ﬁ:’\e}:f:e and
» The belief in laws of nature is contrary to everyday
experience and is hence a superstition.
» This shows how church dogma creeps into science and
then the authority of science is used to attack all
non-Christian beliefs.
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laws of nature”. The focus is now of eternal.

v

It was believed in the West that “the laws of nature” are
written in the language of mathematics
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just because the West believed that mathematics
contains eternal truths M s et

eternal truth
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and is “perfect” (without errors).
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This belief (in math as eternal truth) began life as a
religious belief.

The very word mathematics derives from mathesis
which means arousing the soul.

to make it remember its past lives.
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» (who borrowed it from black Egypt).

» "Mathematics” derives from “mathesis” which means
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The West related math to religious belief, right since

>
Plato
» (who borrowed it from black Egypt).
» "Mathematics” derives from “mathesis” which means
learning.
» According to Plato, learning was achieved by arousing Mathematics and

the soul to make it recollect its past lives.
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Proclus explains that mathematics contains eternal
truths
hence is best suited to arouse the eternal soul

on the principle of sympathetic magic

that “like arouses like”.
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» Thus, simply by accepting formal math, you reject
Islam, whether or not you understand it.
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(Because the highest truth for the colonised is to blindly  ctcrnal truth
imitate the West!)
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Anyway, all this cannot be explained in one day.
Especially if you don’t already have a background in
math and science.

If it was so easy, so many people wouldn’t have been
fooled for two centuries.

The Western system ensures you have no time to think,
not even time to listen.
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